
 

 

July—September 2016  

Long-term Drought Status 

While El Niño was very strong, as measured 

by sea surface temperatures, the atmospheric 

circulation, which typically brings these strong 

winter storms into Arizona, did not develop. 

From January through March, these storm 

systems stayed mostly north of Arizona.  

Flagstaff received near average precipitation 

over the winter, but the White Mountains, 

central, and southern Arizona were drier than 

normal.  

The monsoon brought much needed rainfall to 

southeastern Arizona, however the precipita-

tion did not make up the long-term moisture 

deficit. Therefore, there is no change to the 

long-term drought status. 

October 2016  

Short-term Drought Status  

Short-term drought conditions have 

not changed since the end of the 

monsoon season.   

A few weak storm systems have 

crossed the state bringing light rain 

and snow showers, but they had little 

impact on the drought conditions.  

As we move into November there is 

an increased chance for more winter 

storms. However, the current seasonal 

outlook indicates better chances for a 

warmer and drier than normal winter 

season. 
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